The opening chapters revisit the concept of adult learners as applied to the current generation of learners and the generational change that has occurred. These provide an interesting perspective and are worthwhile reading. The next chapter focuses on learning management systems and lecture capture: while interesting, the applicability would be limited for the majority of anaesthetists. The chapter on mobile technologies offers a few insights on how portable devices can support education.
The chapter on social networking in education was interesting, but I wonder whether this is truly the future of education. The chapter on "wellness in medical education" is an appropriate reminder of the pressures of professional life and the need for balance. The final chapter entitled "Ecological responsibility in Anesthesia Practice" sits a little uncomfortably with the other chapters.
Overall, the book meets its stated aim as it provides new insights into how education could, and probably should, develop over the next five to ten years. Most of the ideas discussed are beyond the reach of individual hospitals, or training schemes, and are probably more suited to central co-ordinating institutes. This book should be read by people who think about the future of education in anaesthesia.
c. noonan
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